
Dear Ninth Grade Students and Parents: 

 Welcome to Ninth Grade English! This summer you will be required to read two books to fulfill 

your summer reading obligation. Students entering 9th grade must complete, by the first day of school, 

the required book and one book of their choosing. The specific guidelines for students entering 9th 

grade are outlined below: 

1. Read the required 9th grade book, Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle. This book will be discussed in the fall.  

2. In addition to the required book, read one book of your choice. Complete reading it by the first 

day of school. The Summer Reading List for 9th Grade provides numerous recommended titles. 

The recommended reading list will be attached to this letter. Complete the written assignment for 

Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the Baskervilles only.  

3. Complete the contract indicating that you read the required book and one other selection. Both 

student and parent must sign the contract. By signing the contract, parents are approving their 

child’s selection for the books of their choice.  

4. Turn in the contract and the written assignment on the first day of school. The written 

assignment will be graded for neatness and accuracy. There will be a 10% grade reduction in 

the grade for each day the assignment is late. A major test over Sherlock Holmes: The Hound 

of the Baskervilles will be given on the 2nd day of school; therefore, we suggest that you wait 

until closer to the start of the year to read the required book and complete the written assignment. 

 If you have any questions, please email Ms. Dillon at kdillon@ccgvca.org during the summer. 

Have a safe and happy summer, and enjoy your summer reading.  

Sincerely,  

Kathleen M. Dillon 

High School English Department 
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2022 Summer Reading Program Contract  

 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________ 

GRADE ENTERING IN THE FALL:   

Summer Reading REQUIRED Novel: 

Title:  Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the Baskervilles 

Author:  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  

Summer Reading Selections: 

(ONE REQUIRED -- See Summer Reading List for suggestions) 

 

 Title:___________________________________________________________________ 

 Author:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

HONOR PLEDGE: 

I pledge my honor that I have completed a thorough reading of the above listed novels 

by the due date of the first day of school.  

SIGNED (student) ________________________________________ Date_________ 

NAME (please print)______________________________________________________ 

SIGNED (parent) ______________________________________________________ 

9th  



Summer Reading Assignment for 9th Grade English 

Ms. Dillon 

kdillon@ccgvca.org 

 

Directions:  You will complete two of the following assignments.  Choose either I or II for the first 

assignment.  Everyone must complete III.  Type the answers to the following sections according to MLA 

standards.  If you are not familiar with MLA, please use the format you know.  This assignment will be 

due on the first day of school.  There will be a test on the book on the second day of school. 

 

I. Relate the book to another book or movie in a 1.5 to 2-page essay.  (Be as specific as 

possible) 

a. Example:  Both To Kill a Mockingbird and Hound of the Baskervilles contain mysteries.  

In To Kill a Mockingbird, the children have to discover who is leaving gifts for them in 

the tree, and in The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sherlock and Watson have to discover 

who is killing others. 

 

II. Relate the book to your own life and/or world events in a 1/5 to 2-page essay.  (Be as 

specific as possible) 

a. Example: Sherlock Holmes uses all of his deductive powers to determine who killed Sir 
Charles Baskerville. On the other hand, even with all the technology today, people have 
been unable to find the wreckage of the lost aircraft of Malaysian flight 387. To this day, 
its location remains a mystery.  

 

III. Find five quotes for each character that provide some insight into the following 
characters. (Be sure to cite the page number where the quote is.) Explain whether 
each quote is direct or indirect characterization and why. See below for the 
definitions of direct and indirect characterization.  

Direct Characterization: The narrator tells the reader what to think:  Tom was a good guy. 
Indirect Characterization: The narrator shows the reader what to think:  Tom worked two 
jobs to support his family. No matter how tired he was, he always made time for his children.  

 Sherlock Holmes 

 Dr. Watson 

 Mr. Jack Stapleton 

 Sir Henry Baskerville 

 Mr. Mortimer 

 Miss Stapleton 
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